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Some might be pinching themselves 
to make sure the current boom is true, 
but many in the British Columbia ship-
building and repair industry think the 
best has still to come. Dominated by 
Washington Marine Group (WMG) 
and its key shipbuilding and repair 
facilities in Victoria and Vancouver, 
the industry was on a tear in 2006.

WMG reported record revenues and 
man-hours in 2006 and the frenzy of 
work was having a positive spin-o� ef-
fect on other medium and small ship-
yards. WMG�s president of Vancouver 
Shipyards, Rollie Webb, says 2007 will 
be even bigger than 2006.

��e whole group had a positive 
year, the busiest in the last �ve years, 
maybe even the decade,� he said.

Nowhere was the whirlwind of work 
felt more than at Victoria Shipyards 
Co. Ltd. 

��e whole year was challenging 
and exciting,� says Malcolm Barker, 
general manager at WMG�s Victoria 
Shipyards where repairs, re�ts and new 
builds are at unprecedented levels with 

contracts potentially over $1.5 billion 
in the o�ng.

Some contracts will seem to be �life-
time projects� for the boomers and 
near boomers in the workforce and a 
great way to �nish their working ca-
reer � with good pay and secure work.

Although it had yet to be signed at 
press time, a $1.45-billion contract 
was imminent to maintain Canada�s 
beleaguered four-submarine �eet at 
Victoria Shipyards. �e yard is part of 
a consortium known as the Canadian 
Submarine Management Group, which 
includes submarine experts Devon-
port Royal Dockyard. It could mean as 
many as 15 years of steady work for 150 
employees at Victoria Shipyards and 
ensure the longevity of BC�s o�en �ck-
le shipbuilding and repair industry.

Barker calls the deal �unbelievable� 
and says it will take the Canadian ship-
building industry to a whole new level.

�I think it is the most exciting 
time I�ve seen in shipbuilding,� he is 
quoted in a local newspaper as say-
ing. New facilities would have to be 
built at the already land-squeezed 
shipyard site in Victoria alongside 
the �at capacity� Esquimalt Graving 
Dock and the contract would prob-
ably not begin until 2009.

Even the smaller yards were feeling 
the surge of work.

��e bubble in ship building is like 
nothing I have seen for 15 to 20 years, 
especially new builds,� says Hank 
Bekkering, general manager at the re-
cently expanded Point Hope Maritime 
shipyard in Victoria.

�e submarine contract and a po-
tentially full order book of other Ca-
nadian Federal Government work that 
has been delayed in recent years, plus 
the continuing renewal of the BC Fer-
ries �eet, will make an already tough 




